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of cold, (i.e., when it is desirable to employ cold applications,)
the orifice of the vagina contracts on the stem of I, below the
bulb, and the fluid does not escape from the passage till after
the (more or less) complete dilatation of the folds of mucous
membrane, or until the muscular resistance of the orifice is
overcome by the pressure of the falling columm.
In cases of relaxation or dilatation, a shield, K, of the an-

nexed form (fig. 2) is required, which takes the place of the
bulb, I, (made also in gutta percha,) by pressing which against
the external organs, the escape of the water from the passage
is prevented, and the complete ablution of the folds of the
membrane ensured.

The Uterine Douche.&mdash;In more formidable cases, where
disease is too far advanced to allow of the patient making
use of the syphon syringe,in the sitting position, or when it is
deemed desirable to employ a jet of cold water as a douche,
(in cases of chronic congestion of the cervix, &c.) the value of
the contrivance is enhanced by combining therewith a round
speculum, about five inches in length, and from one to two
inches in diameter. In this case, the patient, placed on a
sofa, or lying on a bed, the speculum M, fig. 3, guarded with

a boxwood plug, L, as in fig. 3, is introduced within the va-
gina, and if properly applied, on withdrawing the plug L the
cervix N protrudes within its extremity, as in fig. 4. A cap,
0, fig. 5, perforated with two holes, and having two sockets,
P and Q, externally, and a tube, R, of about three inches in
length, internally, is then applied. To the lower socket, Q,
a tube, S, is applied, which may be conveyed to a vessel
beneath the sofa or bedstead; and lastly, the tubes, D, G,
fig. 1, being connected, exhausted, and applied to the upper
socket, P, fig. 5, the fluid is conveyed to the cervix uteri, and
returns by the lower tube to the vessel destined for its recep-
tion, as seen in fig. 6.
In this manner the douche may be continued for an indefi-

nite period, without fatigue to the patient, or the escape of
the fluid, except in its proper current; and on a future occa-
sion, with permission, I shall have much pleasure in forward-
ing reports of cases wherein it lias been of benefit.

Universal Injecting Apparatus.&mdash;To merit the title of a
"universal" syringe, it is obvious that some further modifica-
tion is required; but a little reflection will show, that by
changing the form of the jet from I, fig- 1, it may be generally
employed&mdash;e. g., an ear-tube, fig. 7, or an enema-tube, fig. 8,
or a silver tube, some six or seven inches in length, fig. 9,
may be applied, and by this means the cavity of the
uterus may be injected, the meatus auditorius externus, or
external ear, syringed, or an enema applied. It should, how-
ever, be observed, en passant, that for the purpose of enemata,
the tubes D G, nag. 1, should be of greater length, so as to give
the force of a higher column of water.

The last mentioned (fig. 9, a probe-pointed silver tube,
attached to the tube D, fig. 1) will be found a most valuable
means of conveying injections into the veins, should the
system of throwing saline fluids into the blood in cases of
cholera be again resorted to, because there will be a con-
tinuous stream, the force of which may be regulated by dimi-
nishing the height of the column, and in which it will be
impossible for the smallest portion of air to enter the vein,
and produce (as on a former occasion I witnessed) the suddea
death of the patient.

I have submitted the apparatus to the inspection of Dr.
James Blundell and Dr. Itobert Lee, as well as to several
medical friends, who are pleased with its simplicity, and satis-
fied of its utility, and I shall be happy to show it to any of
my professional brethren who will honour me with a visit
any forenoon. I have been advised to patent it, but I prefer,
through the publicity of this widely-circulated journal, to
throw it open to the public, and by so encouraging competi-
tion, to ensure to the afflicted, well-manufactured and efficient
instruments at the lowest possible cost.

Orchard-street, Portman-square, Feb. 1849.

In a little printed treatise which Dr. Jones has forwarded
to us, and which relates to the subject of this paper, the fat
lowing passages occur:-
As to its expense, nine feet of tubing of the size indicated

if made of gutta percha, at two-pence per foot, will cost one
shilling and sixpence; the leaden weight and bulbous tube
cost sixpence; the union-joint, if made of box-wood, will cost
three-pence, (any turner can make them), and thus at a cost
of two shillings and three-pence, or allowing a fair profit to
the manufacturer, at three shillings, or three shillings and
sixpence, a most valuable instrument in promoting healthy
cleanliness, and comfort, and in the prevention of disease,
is placed at the disposal of all who choose to employ it.
"For persons to whom a small sum of money is not an ob-

ject of consideration, the gutta-percha tubing, and box-wood
union-joint may be replaced by the elastic tubing and metal
joints used by gas-fitters, inasmuch as the latter are more
durable, and will bear a greater heat, and a stop-cock may be
introduced. In the use of these instruments, three precau-
tions are necessary to be observed: First, never to employ
fluid at a temperature much above blood heat; secondly,
never to use it, except under medical direction, during the
three first days of the catamenial period; thirdly, to take
great care it is well cleansed after being used, before it is
put away.

"fB otwithistanding the smaller amount ot mortality m re-
males, it is nevertheless the fact, that a very large propor-
tion of the diseases of women are entirely attributable to her
sex, and on referring to the books of the charity with which I
am connected, (the Free Hospital for Women and Children,)
it is found that every third female applicant above the age of
ten has suffered under some one or more of these affections
either as cause, eit’ect, or complication&mdash;viz., the diseases of
puberty, pregnancy, child-birth, suckling, change of life, leu-
corrhoeal or other discharges, accompanied by cancer, fu-
mours, polypus, ulcerations, inflammations, congestions, or
other abnormal modificl1tiol1s."

REMARKS ON AN

ADDITIONAL MEANS OF TREATING LATERAL
CURVATURE OF THE SPINE.

THE INVENTION OF THE DRS. BROWN, BOSTON, U.S.

BY W. J. LITTLE, M.D.
PHYSICIAN TO THE LONDON HOSPITAL, EIC.; FORMERLY PHYSICIAN TO

THE ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;The following observations, rela-tirg to a subject the
pathology and treatment of which are acknowledged by the
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candid inquirer to be still obscure, are offered to the con-
sideration of the readers of THE LANCET. In placing before
them the knowledge of an additional means of remedying
Lateral Curvature of the Spine, I shall perform a duty to
the inventors, as well as to a numerous class of sufferers.

I am. Sir. vonr obedient servant
W. J. LITTLE, M.D.

WITH whatever degree of confidence special authors on the
treatment of lateral curvature of the spine may have enun-
ciated their opinions, and however ample the experience they
have individually acquired of the value of the particular
methods they have severally advocated, it will readily be ad-
mitted that -- from the inherent difficulties of the subject,
the perplexing varieties presented by individual cases, the
obstinacy with which in particular instances, even in young
persons, the deformity has resisted, or has continued to in-
crease under, apparently the best-devised remedies-the pro-
fession are fully prepared to welcome the discovery of any
additional means of arresting or curing this too frequent com-
plaint.

After fourteen years’ close observation of this deformity, I
am prepared to abide by the above expressions as, the confes-
sion of my faith and experience in the modes of treatment
hitherto published and practised upon the continent and in
our own country; and I cordially acknowledge my obligation to
the discoverers of the additional means of treating lateral
curvature which I purpose briefly to describe.*

In the following observations, I have no intention of review-
ing the different modes of treatment, or of explaining in
detail that which constitutes, in my opinion, the most eligible
procedure. I believe that an eclectic plan is preferable to
either the prone, recumbent, lateral,-’+- gymnastic, the mechani-
cal, or supporting methods exclusively adopted.
The immediate object I have in view is, to describe and re-

commend for adoption, in suitable cases, an apparatus in-
vented by Drs. Brown, of Boston, U. S., for assisting in the
Tectification of ordinary lateral curvature of the spine. Two

years have elapsed since those gentlemen honoured me with
a private communication respecting their new contrivance ;
and as I have since submitted it to ample tests, I have much
gratification in reporting favourably of its advantages.
The remarks offered will apply to the more frequent form

of the complaint-that in which the spine in the dorsal region
anclines to the right, and in the lumbar region to the left
side.

The end proposed by the best designers of mechanical aid
for restoration of ordinary lateral curvature has appeared to
be, the application of pressure against the convex aspects of
the spinal curves, from which the mechanical straightening of
the column has been anticipated. Passive consolidation of
the component parts of the spinal column has been expected
to result from the improved adaptation. Some practitioners,
more physiological in their views, have simultaneously endea-
voured, by their instrumental appliances, to improve the mode
of action, and the respective powers of the muscular parts of
the column. Amongst the last-mentioned class, Tavernier,
by the introduction of the lever-belt that bears his name,
ranks, in my opinion, as one of the most successful. The plan
of the Drs. Brown subserves this double object-of applying
support or pressure against the convex aspects of the curves,
and of exciting the muscles in a manner that will favour the
restoration of their power of maintaining the equilibrium of
the column, and consequently its straightness.

The following is Dr. B. Brown’s description of the
Horizontal Lever-Belt :-

" It consists, in the first place, of two large stuffed and
covered pads of steel. One of these, shown best in the figure
A a, is concave, and made to fit well to the left ilium,-I
speak of the more common form of curvature, where the con-

* The above estimate of the success usually attendant upon the exclu-
sive adoption of any of the various modes of treatment of tolerably severe
cases of lateral curvature is not deduced from observation confined to my
own practice; as, from the gradual progress of the deformity, patients en-
joy abundant time for consulting in succession every person who has ac-
quired notoriety in the department of practice within which lateral curva-
ture is comprised. I am aware that the result of my observation differs
from that which the medical, and especially the non-medical, public may
have infened from various sources of information.

I avail myself of this occasion to thank Dr. Serny and Mr. Hare for the
opportunities kindly and spontaneously afforded me of watching the pro-
gress of several patients affected with severe general deformity of the spinal
column, whilst under their immediate care. The benefit effected in some
of those inteiesting cases was exceedingly satisfactory.

t See Lecture on Treatment of Spinal Curvature by the author.&mdash;THE
LANCET, Dec. 1843.

t See Mr. Lonsdale’s valuable remarks on lateral curvature. Svo. Lon-
don, 1847.

vexity of the dorsal curve is to the right. This pad measures
eight inches each way, but is narrower above than below.
The second pad, more distinctly seen at b b in the drawings
marked Band C, is nine inches and a half long, by four

broad, and is fitted to the right projecting ribs, just below
the axilla. From each end of this-viz., anteriorly and pos-
teriorly-projects a piece of steel, one inch broad and two
long, having a knob or button on the end, serving to lengthen
the pads, and prevent the pressure of the belt attached to
them upon the chest or abdomen. A rod, c, of wood or steel,
eighteen inches in length, is affixed by a hinge-joint to the
iliac pad, upon which it moves freely in a perpendicular direc-
tion. A double hook, one convexity looking upwards, and the
other downwards, is fastened to the outer extremity of this
rod. A weight is suspended from the lower hook, and main-
tained in a position nearly horizontal, slightly obliqued up-
wards by two bands of webbing extending from the upper
hook in front and behind, and attached to the buttons on the
steel projections of the upper pad. A rod furnished with
metallic points, intended to penetrate the webbing, is placed
transversely between the bands, in order to keep them apart.
Pressure upon the front or back of the chest is thus altoge-
ther avoided. The upper pad is secured in position by straps
passing over the shoulder, aid fastened to metallic buttons on
the pad before and behind; and the lower one is held in its
place by a band encircling the pelvis, and attached to buttons
on the steel projections of the pad, and also by bands reaching
from it to the upper.
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This instrument, which may be appropriately called the that which so often becomes the subject of medical treatment,
horizontal lever belt, necessarily exerts a powerful effect. would be induced.
The lever, with the weight at the extremity, serves, through In the instrumental treatment of spinal, as of curvatures
the intervention of the long bands and upper pad, to press and deformities of other parts of the frame, the object of the
upon the right projecting ribs; thus opening, so to speak, the practitioner should be the employment of those means which,
lumbar curve, and of course throwing the spinal column from if continued during too long a period, appear calculated to
its equilibrium. The muscles are in this manner forced to induce a curvature or deformity in an opposite direction.
exert their utmost to restore the head and shoulders to the These constitute some of the advantages of the horizontal
lost centre of gravity, and constantly tend, therefore, to lever-belt. It is scarcely necessary to point out one dis-

straighten the dorsal curve, and to elevate the left, and advantage that it possesses, apparent upon cursory inspection.
depress the right, shoulder. The muscles are excited to do Although portable, as well as simple in its application, its con-
their own work, the cure being effected through their agency. struction is, at first view, complicated; and when applied, the
The secondary effect of this instrument is to replace the left patient’s appearance is not at once rendered less unsightly.
hip, which commonly projects in lateral curvatures. The pa- This is, doubtless, a serious drawback in the minds of those
tient, while using this machine, may also carry a weight upon who consider the most essential means of treating lateral
the head, to increase the effect." curvature to consist of that which instantly improves the
A glance at the figures will indicate to the medical prac- figure-a matter most becomingly entrusted by the medical

titioner ordinarily conversant with the form of lateral curva- practitioner to the corset-maker. 
ture of the spine, commonly commencing among females at But the practitioner will experience no difficulty in in-
various ages-especially from seven to sixteen or eighteen dicing the sensible parent or patient to set aside the hand-
years-that the use of this apparatus will tend to compress some corset, contrived mainly to hide deformity, for that
the spinal column at the convexities of the unnatural curves; contrivance which may ultimately render concealment un-
and thus, by its mechanical action, fulfil the first indication- necessary. The horizontal lever is unsuited to persons

viz., that of endeavouring mechanically to straighten the desirous of recovery without considerable retirement from

column. It is equally apparent that the weight attached to the ordinary occupations of society.
the extremity of the lever, acting at so great a distance from It would be fortunate if the successful management of
the fulcrum, will incline the body to gravitate towards the spinal lateral curvature could always be conducted tute, cito, et
left side, and by this means exercise a powerful influence in Jucunde. The active and adequate treatment of moderately
exciting the muscles upon the right side of the trunk to severe cases is incompatible with large intercourse with

resist this lateral tendency, and cause it to assume the erect society. During the years in which the greatest amount

position. In contemplating the mode of action of the muscles of success is obtainable, withdrawal from all but the family
of the right side of the trunk whilst resisting the lever, we circle is not difficult. As a set-off to any objection enter-
may regard them as a continuous band, formed of the right ttined from the appearance of the patient wearing the lever,
scaleni, ll1tercostales, and abdominal muscles. The united the reader may be reminded that the horizontal lever-belt

action of these muscles results in a pressure exercised upon requires only to be employed during the hours devoted to
the right side of the vertebral column through the interven- exercise, and should be regarded as subsidiary to other modes
tion of the ribs. The powerful muscles occupying the right of treatment. A considerable portion of the patient’s time
posterior groove of the back do not remain idle. The infe- should be passed in the horizontal posture, either in the
rior portion of this mass of fibres,--that which occupies, on prone, recumbent, or lateral positions, according to the cir-

the right side, the concavity of the lumbar curve,-would cumstancesof the case. Numerous gentle and varied exer-
act unfavourably for the restoration of the spine, were it not ?lS0S may be employed, partly on account of their beneficial
that the left side of the lumbar vertebrae is the fulcrum influence upon the frame in general, and partly from their
upon which the lever acts. These vertebra are gradually tendency to develop structures that have fallen into disuse.
pressed towards the right side into a more natural position; In this manner, anything approaching to a tedious, unsightly
the sacro-lnmbalis, which, but for this gradual rectification of routine of duties, may be aVOlded: 

.

the lumbar portion of the column, would, if excited to greater ’V hilst briefly alllldmg to various portions of the plan of
activity, tend to increase the deformity, now opposes no effec- treatment of lateral curvature, I may advert to the indispen-
tive resistance to restoration. The excited activity of the sable necessity, in many cases, of resorting to means of im-
superior portion of the muscular mass is eminently beneficial, proving the health of the patient, some of these being directed
as by its means a living pressure is maintained upon the 

to the regulation of the digestive and cutaneous organs; others
part of the column that has most lapsed from the right to the invigoration of the nervous and circulating systems,
line-namely, the right dorsal region. The restoration of whilst the catamenial functions, being often irregularly per-
this part is simultaneously facilitated by the pressure exer- formed or absent, require a share of the practitioner’s atten-
cised through the intervention of the pad acting against the tion.

ribs of the right side. Lateral curvature of the spine is essentially a chronic affec-
The stimulus to increased activity is not confined to the tion ; its progress, from the slightest want of correspondence

muscles of the right side of the back, those of the left partici- of the hips or shoulders, and an amount of deviation of the
pating in the benefit; thus, one of the most marked results of spinal column imperceptible to the ordinary eye, to that stage
the application of the horizontal lever is an immediate eleva- in which one shoulder and subjacent ribs form an unsightly
tion of the left shoulder, a part commonly depressed in lateral dorsal protuberance, the opposite axilla, reaching to within
curvature, (to the right side.) A decided improvement in the a hand’s breath of the corresponding hip, occasionally occupies
attitude is observable; the muscles extending from the left period of many years. I believe that, in the majority of
side of the neck to the corresponding shoulder, elevate this cases, the weakness is during several months entirely over-
part ; and a cessation of the inert condition usually perceptible looked. During another period of several months, the simplest
in the structures connected with, and covering the posterior means of ameliorating the figure are resorted to; such’as atten-
surface of, the left ribs, ensues. Amongst the muscles here tion to attitude, gymnastic exercises, and the recumbent posi-
prompted to renewed vigour, the trapezius holds a prominent tion. These means are often successful; but very frequently
rank, and doubtless, by its situation, bulk, and corresponding the mischief proceeds unchecked, or even becomes visibly
power, tends to the rectification of the upper portion of the aggravated. Sometimes the occurrence of indisposition, or a
column.* * 

r 
severe illness, withdraws attention from the minor evil of de-

It cannot in my opinion be doubted that, by the prolonged formity until after convalescence, when it is found that, with
wearing of this apparatus by a healthy, growing individual, greater general debility, the deviation has advanced with an
during a considerable length of time, for the sake of experi- accelerated pace. In like manner, the evil often appears sta-

111ent, a curvature of the spine in the opposite direction to tionary for months, or the increase escapes the watcltful eye
&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash; of the parent, rendered incapable of correct appreciation of
The crutch beneath the depressed shoulder, introduced into many the matter by too frequent contemplation of the object. It is,forms of apparatus intended for the reduction of lateral curvature, elevates then ia, disorder of mantlls and ears’ roa’ress and dttrationthe shoulder only so long as the apparatus is applied, the shoulder being then, a disorder of months and years’ progress and duration;

passively held in an improved position; whereas, in the operation of the and, like all chronic affections, admits but of slow recovery.
horizontal lever-belt, the shoulder is raised by active exertion of the The value of the Horizontal Lever, as indeed of other plans of
patient’s muscular power, and the improvement remains after the use of treatment of snixal curvature, cannot be duly estimated by athe apparatus is discontinued. The crutch is often employed with a more treatment 01 splJal curvatuie, cannot be duly estimated by a
scientific object than that of passively elevating the shoulder. When the limited trial of its Operation. Its use should be continued
shoulder is elevated, and the axilla firmly rests upon the crutch, the during months, combined with other appropriate means of
shoulder is regarded as a fixed point, from which the attached muscles may treatment; and when the infirmity is not merely arrested, butact, and tend to draw the neighbouring part of the column towards it; 

I reatment; and " terioration of the spinal column, and some-also to diminish weight; but in this matter experience falsifies the antici- the progressive deterioration of the spinal column, and some-
pations of theory. times of the patient’s health, gives place to amendment, the
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patient and attendant will be encouraged to perseverance.
Nicety of application of the portions of which the apparatus is
composed is indispensable. The pieces intended for the pro-
jecting ribs and for the lumbar vertebrae, or pelvis, require
adaptation to the varying forms of the parts in different indi-
viduals. The weight attached to the lever must be adjusted
to the age and strength of the patient, and to the obvious
effect upon the muscles of the back; I have found that it may
vary from four ounces to two or three pounds. The cases in
which the cervical and lumbar curves are either of them slight ’,
or altogether wanting,-in which the column is still flexible,
- in which the deviation diminishes whilst the patient assumes I
the prone position,-in young subjects, in whom the growth of
the frame is incomplete, and in whom the general health,
although perhaps weakly, is free from any decided constitu-
tional disease,-are those for which the horizontal lever is
most suitable. These, indeed, are the cases for which any
other beneficial plans of treatment advocated from the time of
Andry to the present day are available. I have witnessed
much benefit from its use in some advanced cases, although
cure is unattainable. The attempt to cure inveterate and ex-
treme cases of lateral curvature, if at the suggestion of the
scientific and philosophic mind, can, in my opinion, only end
in disappointment; if at the promptings of the dishonest pre-
tender, in painful delusion and victimising of the unfortunate
sufferer. In incurable cases, much may be effected in prevent-
ing further physical degradation of the spinal column, and of
the important organs of the chest and abdomen dependent
upon the adequate protection and support of the spine for
their proper functions; the patient’s aptitude for exertion, and ’i
for the amenities of society, may be augmented by proper
mechanical support; whilst the patient’s moral feelings may
then be solaced by the art of the corset maker.
Finsbury-square, Dec. 1848.

[Note.&mdash;The apparatus described was manufactured by Mr.
Ferguson, 21, Giltspur-street. The knowledge where an

article is procurable, facilitates its employment.&mdash;W. J. L.]

ON A CASE OF STARVATION.
BY WILLIAM PHILPOT BROOKES, M.D. &c., Cheltenham,

As cases of starvation, in a civilized country like our own, are
happily rare, I consider that the post-mortem examination of the
following subject may prove of interest to the members of the
profession.

I was requested by Mr. Gabb, surgeon of this town, to be pre-
sent at the examination of a child, upon whose body a coroner’s
inquiry was in progress, and whose death had occurred under
circumstances requiring investigation, no medical man having
been called in by the parents during the life of the child.
On entering the house, the aspect of it altogether struck me

as most miserable and uncomfortable--no bedding or covering
for the family, and the whole of the rooms exposed to currents of
air through the floorings and walls, with the roof mostly un-
covered ! I found two of the children who were living in this
wretched abode looking pale, bloodless, and emaciated, evidently
exhausted from want of proper food and warmth, and one suffer-
ing from an affection of the scalp.

Post-mortem examination of the boy, who had died on Sunday,
Jan. 7th, 1849, took place on Friday, Jan. 12th; four years of
age next April.

General appearance of the body emaciated; great pallor of the
skin and eyes; much putrefaction had taken place, and the body
gave out a most offensive odour; eyelids open ; conjunctiva
white ; pupils dilated ; tongue and throat appeared dry and much
parched. On everting the skin, we found very little adipose
tissue. Heart small and flabby; of a pale colour ; contained
very little blood. Pericardium healthy, containing a small
quantity of serum. Lungs of a light colour ; collapsed; healthy.
Gall-bladder nearly full of bile. Liver larger than natural, but
healthy. Spleen and pancreas healthy.-Abdominal region:
Stomach collapsed ; contained one teaspconful of fluid; its coats

tinged with bile. Intestines collapsed, pale, and empty; of a

yellow colour, from the bile. Rectum and bladder empty.
Kidneys natural. Vlesenteric gl.nds, larger than usual, appeared
quite healthy. Brain (for the age of the boy) large; sinuses
contained but little blood, and the substance of the brain was
pale and bloodless, otherwise in a natural state.

It wiil be remarked, in the above case, that no signs of disease,
sufficient to cause death, were discovered on the post-mortem
examination ; and from the general aspect of the body, and the
following facts, we came to an opinion that death had been the
result of starvation. This opinion was formed from the absence

of adipose tissue; want of red blood in the brain, which was
many degrees paler than usual ; contracted lungs ; absence of
fsecal matter, and of food in the stomach. The intestines were
also contracted and empty ; no signs of poison in the stomach,
and its mucous lining was natural and healthy.

I regret to say, this gives another melancholy instance of the
effects to which the vice of drinking will lead; for the parents
of the unhappy child, although in the receipt of upwards of one
pound weekly, had allowed their unfortunate offspring to starve,
I hesitate not to say, for want of proper food and nourishment;
while they both, I fear, spent their means in the ale-house.
Cheltenham. Jan. 1840.

CLINICAL REMARKS IN SURGERY.

BY JAMES SYME, ESQ.,
PROFESSOR OF CLINICAL SURGERY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.

THE great object of Mr. Syme’s lectures is to afford assist-
ance in acquiring the powers of observation, without which all
theother departmentsof professional qualification can hardly be
productive of any benefit in the treatment of disease. Pro-
ceeding upon the principle, that the facility and accuracy with
which the distinctive features of morbid conditions are reco-
gnised must be in proportion to the familiarity of their im-
pressions upon the mind of the observer, he regards it as his
chief duty to point out the symptoms and combination of
symptoms which distinguish the different derangements of
action and alterations of structure that require surgical re-
medy. For this purpose lie does not trust to the opportunities,
which his pupils possess of seeing the patients in their re--
spective wards, but places each of them whose case is taken,
into consideration before the class, being conveyed in a basket-
litter if unable to walk. And then, instead of cataloguing all
the trivial and irrelevant minutiae which might be detec’ed
by the organs of perception alone, or with the assistance of
optical, acoustic, and chemical apparatus, lie calls attention to
the particular features that characterize the morbid condition
in question. It is obvious that lectures thus conducted must
be of comparatively little value to any except those to whom
they are addressed, and in an entire form would not be suit-
able for publication. But as the principles of practice are
never so well understood or recollected as when explained in
connexion with cases admitting of their application, general
views of pathology and treatment are, so far as possible, con-
stantly connected with the peculiar circumstances of indi-,
vidual patients; and as a large hospital affords the best field
for testing the soundness of practical opinions, it may interest
the reader to learn from time to time the principles which -
are taught in the surgical clinical course of the Royal In-
firmary of Edinburgh.

Stricture of the Urethra.
In his " Contributions to the Pathology and Practice of

Surgery," Mr. Syme has noticed a peculiar form of stricture,
distinguished by the tightness of contraction, the resilient
disposition displayed after dilatation, and the great degree
of irritation induced by attempts to effect this. In such cases,
all other modes of treatment, being not only inefficient and
useless, but more or less dangerous, lie has advised a free
division of the contracted part of the urethra by external
incision upon a grooved conductor passed through the stric-
ture. The following case afrords a well-marked instance of
the disease, and also of its remedy.
David I aged thirty, a confectioner, was admitted on

the 17th of December, sundering from the symptoms of stric-
ture of the urethra in a very aggravated form. He had had
retention of urine for twenty-four hours, and stated that he
was liable to such attacks, in the intervals of which, to use his
own words, " lie could neither make nor keep his water," being
unable to void it voluntarily in a stream or prevent it from
constantly exuding by drops, with the effect of wetting and
rotting his clothes, irritating .the skin, and causing ulceration
of the prepuce and thighs. His condition was indeed wretched
in the extreme, and had existed, with progressive aggravation,
for five years. The stricture would not permit the smallest
catheter to pass, but was so far relaxed by the attempts made
to effect this, followed by warm bath, as to permit the urine
to escape by drops.
On examination, Mr. Syme found that there were two con-

tractions of the canal, one being at the neck of the glans, and
the other about four inches and a half from the orifice. It
was the latter which, from its extreme tightness and excessive
irritability, appeared to be the chief seat of the patient’s com-
plaint. The smallest bougie, and even a hrobe; could not be


